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gp vynhy}sz svz{poxkrxk,px ovS |lyvpp |zpeses,xt€
e~XU*SYXKVEiXT€ epvpt yx s|zyvir~p}|S m uk,p|}mp
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SOpx}sesukess gy|Yyl|}m~p} ~u{pzvpxs %o ~rxkmkpw:
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- cy{ws{~p} s Hkx|vs{~p} sx|}s}~esyxkvixTt yl{
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THE VIRAL NATURE OF DIGITAL MEMES:
HOW MEANINGS DEGRADE IN MASS SOCIETY

Abstract . Modern mass society, which is undergoing active stages of digitalization
in many areas of socio -economic relations, urgently needs to standardize
communication in addition to structuring the emerging digital ecosystem. This
requires the introduction of un derstandable linguistic and visual forms that will not
only actively convey the meaning inherent in a particular message, but also form
certain forms of communication, as well as generate new cultural codes. Modern
Internet memes cannot be considered simpl vy as a set of thematic images aimed
at conveying certain messages to a mass audience. For a mass society, such
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a communication format becomes a tool for faster and clearer communication of
the desired meaning, motivating the recipient to take a specific action.
Nevertheless, such standardization of communication carries with it a particularly
high risk factor, not only in terms of impoverishment of communication, but also
in terms of the loss of important semantic meanings. Memes are able to briefly
convey certain meanings, the usual translation of which requires a much larger
number of verbal constructions, but such meanings are extremely limited and one -
sided. Having beco me accustomed to the perception of only one specific meaning
in a virtual sign, represented as a meme, the mass person practically loses access
to the perception of many other meanings embedded in numerous layers of
language. This threatens the widespread primitivization of cultural codes in the near
future. This can further lead to individual and social degradation, a decrease
in the pace of development of society due to the inability to perceive both more
complex language structures and specialized information necessary at least to
maintain the current level of equipment operability and technology proficiency.

Keywords : internet meme, mass man, digitalization, impoverishment of language,
mass society, cultural code, multiple meanings, virality.
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Sn{k}£7}ly xy{wkvixy® svs xp y,pxt"

M xk|}yS,pp m{pwS z{ylvpwk sn{ymt€ koosuesst nj
rkms|swy|}f |}ys} y,pxt yl}{y Wpgo~xk{yoxkS uvk]||s
lyvprxpt-ny zp{p|wy}{k -WULuku xkslyvpp ku}~kvixt
S lym{pwpxxTtt X Kk |pnyoxSfxst opxi wpqo-~xk{
uvk||sesuk}y{ rklyvpmkxst s z{ylvpw |y roy{ymfipw z{
Mipws{xyt Y{nkxsrkespt Ro{kmyy€{kxpxsS MYR m
m{pwS pp-t k||kwlvps yz{popvSp} npwlvsxn u
zk}yvyns,plu~% |uvyxxy|}F u KkrkKWwtTwxgré§wxy|}?
uy}y{~% Suylt knk{kx}s{~p}v sn{ymyp z{y[}kx|[}my :
sn{yu [yrok}+ k rkjpw m z{yep||[p sn{ymT€ |p]]:
xpyoxyu{k}xy zp{p|l|yrokmk}f kxymyny |pISv Jkugp .,pvy
mtis{k}f sn{~ uy}y{kS xkslyvpp |yy}lmp}|}m~p} swg
kmx~}{pxxpw~ ws{~v ,}y ~qp xkz{Sw~% |mSrkxy | w
vs,xy|}xyt uywzpx|kess Pywpp[}F myrwyagxy|}F mTI{k}
zp{lyxkgk ny{kroy [}{ytxpp u{k[smpp wyvygp m uyXer
~lzpfxpp |plS xk|}yS.pny Z{s,pw “}y} np{yt wygp} I}
zy,}s mj|p|svixtfw m|pwyn~,sw M }kuyt sn{p wyqgxy
msop}t ~ z{y}smxsuk u{ymz$ y}pymmsexyn¥fis "}yw m]|p
yI}k%}|S gsmt k m s}ynp zyv~,kp}|Sxklyy Sspy- 29p
zy|}{kokv svs xp |pv m }%{fw~® Jkw wyqxy rkz{y|}y r
wkfsxp xp |ylv%okS z{kmsvk oy{ygxyny omsqgpxsS
{yok sn{k€ m z{sxeszp wygxy {pkvsrymtm{Kfkesins ky}
|[kwtp {krvs,xtp }pxopxess vs,xy|}s m }yw ,s|vp‘_i X Kk

op|}{~u}smxtp §

I
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Sn{t s vikeos xpwxyny u s|}y{ss myz{y|k

[krxyyl{krxkS s u{ktxp oy€yoxkS sxo~|}{sS sn{
{krmvp,pxst okvpuy xp m|pnok |~,p|}mymkvk m |ym]{
yXVKtxey{wk} k€ Jynok uku m yl,p|}mp u sn{yukw
u oyl|}k}y,xy kxpylft,xtwv v%oSw m|lpnok [|fvy vy]|y
yiIxyfpxsp Oyl}k}ly,xy mlzywxs}F kWOyuypmfuyny
Wygxy z{smp|}s s o{~nsp vs}p{k}~{xtp z{swp{t ™M uvk]
z{ysrmpopxsS€ mtok%,s€|S {~||lus€ zs|k}pvpt ;,;
SKNyx,k{fymk PWv}tuymkpo{sxk MNynyvS np{ys
sn{k% ,sp m krk{}xtp sn{t vy,px% ,k|}y mtnvSoS} svs
|~wk|fpofsws xpylo~wkxxy z{yqsnk%,sws qsrxt S\
xkyly{y} xpl, k|}xtws Ivkgqpxxtws uyty{t€ }y,xy
zygkvpl}t ]ku P\kWtuymkpo{sxk m kNy|zyok€
Nyvymvpmt€v p|}t yzs|kxsp w~,s}pvixt€ {krwtfvpxst
|txk S~o~fus uy}y{tt z{ysn{kv ukrpxxtp opxins

ntE OOAPEE ARIO AR £Ea0a OELAOTAaZLEOD I C
4 NE EOOOOIN NOOIO Z£AU bxNEIO A OAC
TOE£AQIYI OTAEATI AR OR ART NEOQUAOOEN C
ATACOOOENRI UEIOZET +0O ON OOEKEOZEEEE
UOOAR £ OEUENIE ECO OAOO O AROAOKNA NEC
AON TE OOTTAREEAINRTO A A
U |ygkvpxs% uku wt €y{yfy zywxsw oskvyn | y}eyw
Xp~}pfstpvpx
201xEA E 8 £OEABXOFRENAEHBRECOALAOOIT ON
A TaAaAEENRI EOxC OZ£OIU I10O00OUNITOAE |
1I0OO00UNITTI OAOOUIORAAT TOCEA OOOICOREA
IE OEU 1 OTAOQOI
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'R OAPI OUENa UOOOUO ENAEOE UOO A
OA IOOOUNITAU EAARAEALGON?uATORTA £

Mzy|vpo|}mss y,pxFf wxynsp sr y,Xxt€ |epxk{spm s
mrkswyopt|}msS |}kvs ms{}~kvixtws xkz{swp{ }p q
uk{}y,xtp snEtylu{fvs|F wxyny,s|vpxxtp- ykrvdxx
Yoxkuy s oy |s€ zy{ myz{y| z|s€yvynss s z|s€yzk}yvyns
yI}kp}|S y}u{t}tw Dks|lwpoymkxsp Wy{y s pny uyvvpn
nyok zyukrkvy ,}y my {kxess S}kvss Mpvsuyl{s}kxss
xp~uvyxxy myr{k|}kp} ,s|vy v%opt sn{k%,Bgupf yxvkt
[Moreau et al., 2016].

apvi xk|}yS,pt [}k}+s [|yl}ys} m }yw ,}ylt z{po]}l
ylry{ vs}p{k}~{T |~.pl}m~% ,pt m y{snsxkvp xk kxnv
s e{kxe~rluyw Srtuk€ uk|k% ,pt|S yepxus mtly{us s
m yxvktxyup{ Y}wp}sw .}y kuepx} z{s y}ly{p |[}k}pt
kxkvsrk km}y{t |Jopvkvs swpxxy xk z|s€yzk}yvynss
>0RUHDX HW DO @ Lyvifsx|}my mtly{yu |y]|}yS
W~(,SX y} oy k |{poxst myr{k|} ~,k|}xs
s|[vpoymkxst |y|}kmsvow} vp} LTtvy mtSmvpxy xpluy\
eku}ly{ym luvyxxyl|}s u krk{}xyt sn{p |ufuk | }
sxtp xpnk}smxtp "wyess s{{kesyxkvixyp wifvpxsp }p
S swz~vi|smxy|}F M zyvir~ swz~vi|smxy|}s
myvpmyny uyx}{yvS s {krms}yny xp{kesyxkvixyny
nymy{s} s {kly}k o{~ns€ km}y{ym }ynynygpzpf{ppropxx
[Clark et al., 2017].

M lyvpp zyroxs€ s||vpoymkxsS€ xpluyviuy vp}
sn~{s{~p} ~}y,xpxsp €k{ku}p{k ylIxk{~gpxxyt ZIS@k}y
uy}ty{kS umkvseses{~p}|S “ulzp{}lkws uku CHsry]
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Zyukrk}lpvixy ,}y zy wXpXxs%o |zp2lk@/sd}iyym wt swppw
opvy p,p xp |yll}mpxxy | |kwyt fsrys{pxspt uy}y{kS
SmvSp}|S rklyvpmkxspw S z{pozyvknkp} z{yo~
|[swz}ywk}su~ }szk I{pok s nkvv%oesxkest Xy ~qp | fsr
Srmp|}xy ,}y vsekw fytriyfoakxsrkess Itmkp} |myt|}mpxx
srwpxpxsp ,~m|}mk m{pwpxs km{pwS y|}kxymsvy|tv s
ly|}ySxsS |yrxkxsS Zy }yw~ WKku ]Jsn s ]Jyvu | uyvvpnkv
ImSrkxk vs fsry}szsS |y |}{pwvpxspw sn{kyupfi yxvkt
s mstynp z{sfvs u mtmyo3kuykuy{{pvSess >0&7LIXH
DO @ \ }y,us r{pxsS km}y{ym vyzy|[{po~%o,~% {}
mrkswy|mSrs mtzyvxSvy srwpxpxxyp ,~m|}my {pkvixy
M yxvktxu|zp{swpx}p ~,k|}mymkvy lpwiop|S} mr{y
m myr{k|}p y} oy vp} W~(q,SX qpx,sxk s }{kx]

Jkugp |~,p|}m~p} vsxsS sr~,pxsS |mSrs xkmS
|} {pwvpxsS sn{k}f | uynxs}smxtws s|ukqpxsSws z{s f{
Agp M nyo~ mtfvk m |mp} |}k}tS km|}{kvst|uyn)
Jyxpklly yl|~qok%,kS sris{k}pvixy]|}t Zkw ¢
z{po|ukrk}pvixtt xkmtu s svv%rs%oxkwyxHoyk, Pt
~ fsry}szgm{yuym >7RQHDWWR @ M xpt Itvy
wkns,pluyp wtfvpxsp s {yvi |~pmp{st muv % ,kS
{krxyyl{krxtp }kvs|wkxt xk ~ok,~ \z~|}S zy,}s omkoek
ukxkolusp ~,pxtp Uy~s \}%k{} s \kvwyx zyv~,svs z{
|[€yoxtp {pr~vYi}k&Re&laH 2017].

Sx}p{p|xtp {pr~vi}tk}t yIxk{~qsvs }kuqgp s |zpesk\
apx}{k s||vpoymkxst krk{}xtT€ sn{ m Ukxkop L{~u| s Uvk
z{ympopxxyny sws wk|f}klxyny s||[vpoymkxsS | ~,k|}spw

,pvympu Y XS yz{popvsvs fsry}szk uku VS,
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| lymyu~zxy|}t% ,p{} yl.pt zyz~vSess xy uy}y{tp m }y
m{pwS wyn~} |y|}kmvS}t y|xym~ I{pok uku |[swz}ywk s u
xk{~fpxsS wtfvpxsS h}y m zp{m~% vy,p{poF  {k
xk{~fpxsS ~Ipgopxst }y pl}f zy|tvus xk uy}ly{t€
m okvixptfpw sy{ws{~p}|S ~qgp zy rkuyxkw ey{wkvixyt
L{~u] s Uvk{u z{pozyvyqsvs ,}y fsry}szs,plusp vs,x
p{}t wyn~} |{pos mlpny z{y,pny zyozs}tmk}i |[yl]
uynxs}smxtp slukgqpxsS m z{yep||p krk{}xt€ sn{

apvit }kuyny s||lvpoymkxsS |myosvk]|? u A,
yE€k{ku}p{srymk}t |~} s €k{ku}p{ z{ySmvpxsS koosue
fsry}szspt uynxs}smxtws s|ukgpxsSws |mSrkxxtws |
sn{kws S ~{ymxSws z{ylvpwxyt sn{ymyt rkms|
S||lvpoymkxsp zyukrkvy .}y fsrny3e2pS xprhyvifsw svs
~wp{pxxtw uy{{pvSlyw yfsly,xt€ ~Ipgopxst m krk{}xt1

| mp{yt m ~ok,~ s xp~ok,~ >%URRNYV &ODUN @
ukuspy |~pmp{xTp {s}~kvt yl|xymkxxtp X k n
m [mp{€..p[}p[}mpxxyp Xkz{swp{ mp{k m}y .p} plvs w
km}yl~| u }y ,pvympu~ uy}y{ft pny ~msopv YIS

zymprp} Svs mp{k m |kwtp {krvs,xtp kw~vp}t xk ~ok.
s wt xp I~opw rkltTmk}t nvkmxtt kvyr~xnv uvsxs,pluyt
xp} xs,pny m zk}yvynss ,pny xp Ifvy It m xy{wp ~
z|s€s,plus roy{ymyt qgpx,sxt wyqp} [T} k|, k|}vsmypv
svs uye}y,uk " |}~Ppky&|wkx xk ~ok,~ ovS ~|zpfxyt |ok,
|pllss Wls,pluyp wtfvpxsp |[kwy zy |[plp p,p xp p[}+ I{po
gp wt omsgpw|S m [}y{yx~ I{pok }y ~{ympxt u{s}s,pluy
~ ,pvympukqglps|S s yx ~gqp zvy€y zyxswkp} ZJngI
|[mys€ opt|}mst N

I
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\vpo~p} y}lwp}s}tt ,}y fsry}szt m |sv~ |mys€ z|s€
ylylpxxy|[}pt kxp o{~qgk}v |y m{pwpxpw Jku m sf|[vpo
uvk||s,pluyt yip,pl}mpxxyt z|s€yvyns,pluyt fu
i ZyvSuymk xk lkrp xk~,xyny apx}{k z|s€s,pluyny rc
m Wylump Itvy zyukrkxy ,}y fsry}szt wpxfifp yzs{k%}]|

z{yfvtt yzt} z{s z{sxS}ss {pfpxst pw  ylt,x
|[{poxp|}k}s|}s,plusp Vv%o0s >U{s}|ukS Wpvpfuy
Mpvs,uym|ust @ - Z\gEyivyns sr Mpvsuyl{s}kxss ]s\

U~|pm s ptvwkx mtomsx—vs, hysyglgrsn{ymyny zympopx
m epvyw xp mvsSp} xk z{sxS}sp {pfpxsS m ukgoyw
wywpx}p opt|}msS xkz{swp{ sn{k}t vs ,pvympu~ okvit
rkxS}+|S ukwsw{~nsw opvyw Sn{yus m|pnok y{spx}s{
vsfi xk |kwyp zy|vpoxpp |gI¥}$pxy xk xplyvifyt
z{ysn{tf svs qp xk fpméisn{tf Uyxp,xy “}y} wp€kxs
yfsly,xtt xy m okxxyw |v~,kp yx SmvSp}|S kokz}smxt
wpxSp} z{po|}kmvpxsp y |~,p|Impxxyt xkuyzvpxxyt
m z{yfvyw xk z{po|}kmvpxsp y xprxk,s}pvixyt =z
|s%owsx~}xyw z~|}Sup M s}ynp sn{kS} MHDsv++frp|}m~?
>7THDO HW DO @ Zyoylxtp kxp o{~gpluspVv y}xyfp:
sn{k%} mkgx~% {yvi z|s€yvyns,pluyt rk,s}t

S|zkx|usp s||vpoymk}pvs N{kxp{y - K{kkalms s€
lykm}y{t xk ukepo{p z|s€ylsyvynss Km}yxywxyny ~xsm
Lk{|pvyxT kxkvsrs{ymkvs z{yesvt vs,Xy|}s sn{ywlk
|}{kok%o,S€ fsrye{pxspt ~,k|}xsus s||vpDydkxsS
zkespx}ym | osknxyryw kfsvym{pmg&k|}p y} oy vp}
uyty{tp sn{kvs m krk{}xtp sn{t Yukrkvyl|f .}y ,pw
~ zkespx}ym cku}y{ym z|[s€yvyns,pluyny os|}{p|lk }pw I
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~mvp,pxsp sn{yt >*UDQHUR HW DO @ Jkusws <k
mt|yust ~{ympxt z|s€y}s,plus€ s y|ylpxxy zk{kxysoxt
oyvns s z{y}smyz{kmxyp zympopxsp ImSrkxxyp | K
sn{kws ~zy}{plvpxsp z|s€yku}smxT€ mp,p|}mk }klku I
rkz{p,pxxtpk{uy}sus Mtwtfvpxxtt ws{ sn{t zyrmyvSg
vikeoSwW yImvp,f|S y} xk|~,xT€ {pkvixt€ z{ylvpw xsruk$S
lpry}mp}xkS v%lymit z{ylvpwt | uyww~xsukespt m

uyvvpulsmpE s }

\ym{pwpxxtt sn{ywkx f}{s€s u zy{}{p}~

M xkfpw “wzs{s,p|luyw s||vpoymkxss |opVvkxk zy
mtSmvpxsS sXxosmso|skEw¥yns,p|us€ ylylpxxy|}pt
lym{pwpxxyny wyvyoyny npwlvp{k

M €yop s||lvpoymkxsS s|lzyvirymkv|S
|zpeskvsrs{ymkxxt€ wp}lyoym s wp}lyosu z{swpxSp
sxosmso~kvzps§yvyns,p|lus€ y|ylpxxy|}pt vs,xy|}s

Myzp{mTt€ {p,¥ sop} yl yz{y|xsuNult. OLQL
hly [lyu{k,pxxTt mk{skx} Wsxxp|y}|luyny WXYynywp-
VS,XYy|}xyny zp{p,xS 003, uylty{tt ItV z{povy
kwp{sukx|Jusws z|s€yvynkws ~“xsmp{|s}p}k WsExp|y}t
1950 € nyok€ Zy|vpo~%,kS kokz}kesS WWI, u {y]||st|uyt 1
Itfvk z{ympopxk ~gp m \W\[ -@& ny&k m Sx|}s}~}p
swMX Lp€}lp{pmK Lp{prsxtw £« Ws{yfxsuymtw

Yz{y|xsu OGIXIOW z{po|}kmvSp} |ylyt |yu{k,pxx
mk{skx} WWI[, |yop{gs} myz{y| fukyepryxs€p}{s
Zp{mtp }s yepxy,xtp fukvt  srwp{S%} s@{px:
yllvpo~pwyny [}pzpxt oy|lymp{xy|}s {pr~vi}k}ym §¥|}s;
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mpvs,sx~ uy{{puess mXy|sw~% ,{prwp{xyt vy|}ly{yq
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